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DAY 141: WE ARE NOW IN GOD’S FAMILY 
 
Pray this prayer: God, I thank you that I know your voice and that 
you will speak to me as I read and study your Word today. 
 
Today’s scripture reading: 
 
Ephesians 1:3-6, New Century Version (NCV): ​3 Praise be to the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In Christ, God has given us 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly world. 4 That is, in Christ, 
he chose us before the world was made so that we would be his holy 
people—people without blame before him. 5 Because of his love, God 
had already decided to make us his own children through Jesus 
Christ. That was what he wanted and what pleased him, 6 and it 
brings praise to God because of his wonderful grace. God gave that 
grace to us freely, in Christ, the One he loves. 
 
Ephesians 2:13, New Century Version (NCV): ​But now in Christ 
Jesus, you who were far away from God are brought near through 
the blood of Christ’s death. 

Now answer some questions about what you read. There is no right or 
wrong answer. Just write what you believe God is speaking to you. 
 
Are you a part of God’s family? What does it mean to be a part of God’s family? _____ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
Do you see God as your father? What do you think a father should do for his children? 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
Children of God are promised “every spiritual blessing.” What do you think are 
spiritual blessings? _____________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DAY 142: WE ARE COMMANDED TO LOVE 
 
Pray this prayer: God, I thank you that I know your voice and that 
you will speak to me as I read and study your Word today. 
 
Today’s scripture reading: 
 
Matthew 22:34-40, New Century Version (NCV): ​34 When the Pharisees learned that the 
Sadducees could not argue with Jesus’ answers to them, the Pharisees met together. 35 One 
Pharisee, who was an expert on the law of Moses, asked Jesus this question to test him: 36 
“Teacher, which command in the law is the most important?” 37 Jesus answered, “‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 This is the 
first and most important command. 39 And the second command is like the first: ‘Love 
your neighbor as you love yourself.’ 40 All the law and the writings of the prophets depend 
on these two commands.” 
 
Romans 12:9-13, Living Bible (TLB): ​9 Don’t just pretend that you love others: really love 
them. Hate what is wrong. Stand on the side of the good. 10 Love each other with brotherly 
affection and take delight in honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy in your work, but 
serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12 Be glad for all God is planning for you. Be patient in 
trouble, and prayerful always. 13 When God’s children are in need, you be the one to help 
them out. And get into the habit of inviting guests home for dinner or, if they need 
lodging, for the night. 
 

Romans 13:8-10, New Century Version (NCV): ​8 Do not owe people anything, except 
always owe love to each other, because the person who loves others has obeyed all the law. 9 
The law says, “You must not be guilty of adultery. You must not murder anyone. You 
must not steal. You must not want to take your neighbor’s things.” All these commands 
and all others are really only one rule: “Love your neighbor as you love yourself.” 10 Love 
never hurts a neighbor, so loving is obeying all the law. 
 
Now answer some questions about what you read. There is no right or 
wrong answer. Just write what you believe God is speaking to you. 
 
Why is loving God the most important commandment? _________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
What does it mean to “love your neighbor?” _______________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
Please rate your love for others. Is your love for others small, medium or large? Please 
share why you rated yourself that way. ___________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 



 

DAY 143: JESUS LOVES CHILDREN 
 
Pray this prayer: God, I thank you that I know your voice and that 
you will speak to me as I read and study your Word today. 
 
Today’s scripture reading: 
 
Mark 10:13-16, New Century Version (NCV): ​13 Some 
people brought their little children to Jesus so he could 
touch them, but his followers told them to stop. 14 When 
Jesus saw this, he was upset and said to them, “Let the 
little children come to me. Don’t stop them, because the 
kingdom of God belongs to people who are like these 
children. 15 I tell you the truth, you must accept the 
kingdom of God as if you were a little child, or you will 
never enter it.” 16 Then Jesus took the children in his 
arms, put his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

Now answer some questions about what you read. There is no right or 
wrong answer. Just write what you believe God is speaking to you. 
 
Why do you think the people were trying to stop the children from coming to Jesus?  
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
The Bible says that the kingdom of God belongs to children. What do you think that 
means? ____________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
The Bible says we need to accept the kingdom of God like a little child. How do you accept 
the kingdom of God like a little child? __________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DAY 144: GOD SEES US THROUGH THE LENS OF LOVE 
 
Pray this prayer: God, I thank you that I know your voice and that 
you will speak to me as I read and study your Word today. 
 
Today’s scripture reading: 
 
Psalm 103:8-17, New Century Version (NCV): ​8 The Lord shows 
mercy and is kind. He does not become angry quickly, and he has 
great love. 9 He will not always accuse us, and he will not be angry 
forever. 10 He has not punished us as our sins should be punished; 
he has not repaid us for the evil we have done. 11 As high as the sky 
is above the earth, so great is his love for those who respect him. 12 
He has taken our sins away from us as far as the east is from west. 
13 The Lord has mercy on those who respect him, as a father has 
mercy on his children. 14 He knows how we were made; he remembers 
that we are dust. 15 Human life is like grass; we grow like a flower 
in the field. 16 After the wind blows, the flower is gone, and there 
is no sign of where it was. 17 But the Lord’s love for those who 
respect him continues forever and ever, and his goodness 
continues to their grandchildren. 

Now answer some questions about what you read. There is no right or 
wrong answer. Just write what you believe God is speaking to you. 
 
God’s love for us is as high as the sky is from the earth. How would you explain to 
someone else how big the love of God is? 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
God removes our sin far away from us - as far as the east is from the west. This just 
means that God is serious about forgiving us. How would you explain God’s forgiveness 
to someone else? 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
Do you want your future children and grandchildren to know about the goodness of 
God? What do you want your future children to know about God? ____________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

DAY 145: SHOW LOVE IN EVERYTHING YOU SAY & DO 
 
Pray this prayer: God, I thank you that I know your voice and that 
you will speak to me as I read and study your Word today. 
 
Today’s scripture reading: 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3, New Century Version (NCV): ​13 I may speak in 
different languages of people or even angels. But if I do not have love, I am 
only a noisy bell or a crashing cymbal. 2 I may have the gift of prophecy. I 
may understand all the secret things of God and have all knowledge, and I 
may have faith so great I can move mountains. But even with all these 
things, if I do not have love, then I am nothing. 3 I may give away 
everything I have, and I may even give my body as an offering to be burned. 
But I gain nothing if I do not have love. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:14-15, New Century Version (NCV): ​14 The love of Christ 
controls us, because we know that One died for all, so all have died. 15 Christ 
died for all so that those who live would not continue to live for 
themselves. He died for them and was raised from the dead so that they would 
live for him. 
 

Romans 12:15 New Century Version (NCV): ​Be happy with those who are happy, 
and be sad with those who are sad. 
 
Now answer this question about what you read. There is no right or wrong 
answer. Just write what you believe God is speaking to you. 
 
Our actions mean nothing without love. Why is love so important? What would the 
world be like if we didn’t have love? ___________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
What are some ways we can let the love of God be the motivation for our lives? ____ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
Can you share about a time when you were happy about something good that happened to 
someone else? ________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 



 

DAY 146: GOD WANTS TO SHOW MERCY 
 
Pray this prayer: God, I thank you that I know your voice and that 
you will speak to me as I read and study your Word today. 
 
Today’s scripture reading: 

 
2 Peter 3:8-9, New Century Version (NCV):​ 8 But do not forget this one thing, 
dear friends: To the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years is as 
one day. 9 The Lord is not slow in doing what he promised—the way some people 
understand slowness. But God is being patient with you. He does not want anyone 
to be lost, but he wants all people to change their hearts and lives. 
 
Micah 7:18-19, New Century Version (NCV): ​18 There is no God like you. You 
forgive those who are guilty of sin; you don’t look at the sins of your people who 
are left alive. You will not stay angry forever, because you enjoy being kind. 19 You 
will have mercy on us again; you will conquer our sins. You will throw away all 
our sins into the deepest part of the sea. 
 
Romans 2:4, New Century Version (NCV): ​4 He has been very kind and patient, 
waiting for you to change, but you think nothing of his kindness. Perhaps you do 
not understand that God is kind to you so you will change your hearts and lives. 

Now answer some questions about what you read. There is no right or 
wrong answer. Just write what you believe God is speaking to you. 
 
When someone shows us mercy, it means they are not giving us something that we 
deserve. God shows us mercy by forgiving us instead of punishing us for our sins. Can 
you share about a time when someone showed you mercy? _________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
Can you share about a time when you showed someone mercy? ______________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
Does God’s mercy and kindness motivate you to live your life for God? What are some 
other things that motivate you to live for God? ______________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 

DAY 147: LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
 
Pray this prayer: God, I thank you that I know your voice and that 
you will speak to me as I read and study your Word today. 
 
Today’s scripture reading: 
 
John 15:9-15, New Century Version (NCV): ​9 I loved you as the Father loved me. 
Now remain in my love. 10 I have obeyed my Father’s commands, and I remain in 
his love. In the same way, if you obey my commands, you will remain in my love. 
11 I have told you these things so that you can have the same joy I have and so that 
your joy will be the fullest possible joy. 12 “This is my command: Love each other as 
I have loved you. 13 The greatest love a person can show is to die for his friends. 14 
You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I no longer call you 
servants, because a servant does not know what his master is doing. But I call you 
friends, because I have made known to you everything I heard from my Father. 
 
Colossians 3:12-14 New Century Version (NCV):​ 12 God has chosen you and made 
you his holy people. He loves you. So you should always clothe yourselves with mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Bear with each other, and forgive 
each other. If someone does wrong to you, forgive that person because the Lord 
forgave you. 14 Even more than all this, clothe yourself in love. Love is what holds 
you all together in perfect unity. 

1 John 3:16-18, New Century Version (NCV): ​16 This is how we know what real love 
is: Jesus gave his life for us. So we should give our lives for our brothers and 
sisters. 17 Suppose someone has enough to live and sees a brother or sister in need, 
but does not help. Then God’s love is not living in that person. 18 My children, we 
should love people not only with words and talk, but by our actions and true 
caring. 
 
Now answers some questions about what you read. There is no right or 
wrong answer. Just write what you believe God is speaking to you. 
 
We are commanded to love others that same way God loves us. How has God shown His 
love for you? What is one way you can show God’s love to others? ____________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 
Giving is one way we can show love. What are some ways that you have shown love 
through giving? What are some ways that others have shown love to you through 
giving?____________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
 
What is one way you will show God’s love to someone this week? ____________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 


